Order 7.12: Order for DNA Testing



In the Family Court		Case No: [Case number]
sitting at [Court name]




	
	Order for DNA testing by Cafcass
Children Act 1989


	
	
	
	

	
	The full name(s) of the child(ren)
	Boy or Girl
	Date(s) of Birth

	
	
	
	

	
	[insert]
	[insert]
	[insert]

	
	[insert]
	[insert]
	[insert]

	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Hlk116915553]Before [name of judge] in private on [date] at a [type of hearing]. 

The parties:	The applicant is [name] represented by [name] [of counsel]

The 1st respondent is [name], the [relationship to child], represented by [name] [of counsel]

The 2nd respondent is [name], the [relationship to child], represented by [name] [of counsel]

The 3rd [[and] / [to] [insert (NUMBER SO THAT EACH CHILD IS IDENTIFIED AS A SEPARATE RESPONDENT)] respondent[s] [is] / [are] the child[ren] (by their children’s guardian [name]) represented by [name] [of counsel] 


IMPORTANT NOTICES

[bookmark: _Toc118144446]Confidentiality warnings
During the proceedings and after they have concluded no person shall publish information related to the proceedings including accounts of what has gone on in front of the judge, documents filed in the proceedings, transcripts or notes of evidence and submissions, and transcripts and notes of judgments (including extracts, quotations, or summaries of such documents). Any person who does so may be in contempt of court.

Until the conclusion of the proceedings no person shall publish to the public at large or any section of the public without the court’s permission any material which is intended or likely to identify the child[ren] as being involved in these proceedings or an address or school as being that of the child[ren]. Any person who does so may be guilty of an offence.

The exceptions to this are in Rules 12.73 or 12.75 or Practice Direction 12G of the Family Procedure Rules 2010.

Compliance warnings
All parties must immediately inform the allocated judge as soon as they become aware that any direction given by the court cannot be complied with and to seek in advance an extension of time to comply.

In the event that a party fails to comply with directions and/or fails to attend any hearing without good reason the court may make final orders including care orders and placement orders at that hearing.

RECITALS

1. An issue around parentage has been raised in connection to a Child Arrangements order which the court needs a report to ascertain whether [putative father’s name] is the father of [name of child(ren)].

2. A tester needs samples from [putative father’s name] and [name of child(ren)] so that they can carry out their tests and prepare a report. 


IT IS ORDERED THAT:

3. The court officer must complete Parts I and II of the standard court form BD1 and send this to [(CAFCASS) DNArequests@cafcass.gov.uk and inboundpost@cafcass.gov.uk] / [CAFCASS CYMRU) CafcasscymruCAT@gov.wales]

4. A [Cafcass] / [CAFCASS Cymru] contracted officer must then make arrangements with [putative father’s name] and [name of person with care and control of child(ren)] for mouth samples to be given by [name of child(ren)] and [putative father’s name] supervised by an officer commissioned by [Cafcass] / [CAFCASS Cymru]. 

5. [Putative father’s name] and [name of person with care and control of child(ren)] must allow the officer of [Cafcass] / [CAFCASS Cymru] to take photographic identity of them at the time the sample is taken. 

6. The [Cafcass] / [CAFCASS Cymru] contracted officer must send the samples to be tested to arrive by [date [(NO LATER THAN ROUGHLY 6 WEEKS FROM THE DATE A VALID DNA ORDER & BD1 ARE SENT TO CAFCASS/CAFCASS CYMRU)]. 

7. The tester must send the written test report to the courts and the courts only by [date [(ROUGHLY 6 WEEKS FROM THE DATE A VALID DNA ORDER & BD1 ARE SENT TO CAFCASS/CAFCASS CYMRU)]. 

8. The costs of the sampling, testing and report with be paid for by Cafcass in respect of proceedings in England and by the Ministry of Justice in respect of proceedings in Wales. 


Dated [date]
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